
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



150 THE AMERICAN NATURALIST. [Vol. XXXIV. 

The volume is well printed by the Nature Publishing Company, and 
very well illustrated, in part with original photographs. 

This book can be highly commended for its honesty and directness 
of purpose. Its author stands on his own feet and neither poses 
nor gushes, and his work is worthy of its purpose. D S T 



ZOOLOGY. 



Artificial Production of Rhythmic Muscle Contractions. — 

Professor Loeb * has pointed out that certain solutions containing 
ions of sodium, chlorine, lithium, bromine, iodine, etc., may cause 
rhythmical contractions in muscle, and that solutions containing 
certain other ions, calcium, potassium, magnesium, barium, strontium, 
etc., check such contractions. It is supposed that the rhythmic 
contractions are the result of the combination of the particular ions 
with the muscle. The rhythmic action of the heart may be a natural 
example of this kind of action. G H P 

Evermann and Marsh on Fishes of Puerto Rico. — In the 

Report of the United States Fish Commission for 1899, Dr. Barton W. 
Evermann and Willard C. Marsh give an account of new species 
discovered by them in the late cruise of the Fish Hawk about the 
island of Puerto Rico under Dr. Evermann's direction. An elabo- 
rate account of these important investigations is in preparation. The 
present paper gives a preliminary account of three new genera of 
Blenniidag — Gillias, allied to Tripterygion ; Auchenistius, a Blenny, 
allied to Auchenopterus ; and Coralliozetus, allied to Ophioblennius 
— • and of twenty new species belonging to different families. These 
are : Lycodontis jordani, Stolephorus gilberti, Stolephorns garmani, 
Prionodes baldwini, Calamus kendalli, Doratonotus decoris, Sicydium 
caguittz, Gobius bayamonensis, Bollmannia boqueronensis, Microgobius 
meeki, Gillias jordani, Malacoctenus culebrce, Malacoctemcs moorei, Mal- 
acoctenus puertoricensis, Auchenistius stahli, Auchenopterus albicaudus, 
Auchenopterus rubescens, Auchenopterus cingulatus, Auchenopterus 
fajardo, and Coralliozetus cardona. Most of these are small fishes of 

1 Loeb, J. Ueber Ionen welche rhythmische Zuckungen der Skelettmuskeln 
hervorrufen, Festschrift mm 70. Geburtstage des Herrn Geheimrath Prof. Dr. A. 
Fick, pp. 101-119. 1899. 



